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Plate Tectonics Homework Packet

Pages 182-214
1. What is the “Big Idea” for this chapter?

2. What are the 3 main layers of the Earth?


a.


b.


c.

3. Look at the diagram on the bottom of page 186. What causes certain materials inside the 
Earth to rise or sink?

4. The “Lithosphere” is made up of the crust and the upper part of the mantle. Broken up 
pieces of the “Lithosphere” are called what?

5. When comparing different parts of Earth’s crust:

a) What type of crust is thinner and more dense?


b) What type of crust is thicker, but less dense?

6. What is continental drift?


7. What are 3 pieces of evidence to support 

the idea of continental drift?


a.

b.

c. 
8. Look at the diagrams in the middle of page 192. What was the name of the landmass 

200 million years ago? 


- What Greek word does this name come from?

9. Earth’s crust must be moving for the continents to change. 

What might be causing the plates to move?

10. What does the “Theory of Plate Tectonics” state?

11. What are 3 possible types of boundaries where the plates meet?


a.


b.


c.

12. Where would you find a divergent plate boundary?

13. In one type of convergent plate boundary one plate sinks (gets pushed) under another plate. 
What is this called?

14. What are often formed along convergent boundaries?

15. What happens in a transform fault boundary?

16. (Extra credit: Not in book) Why are there so few Earthquakes in Minnesota as 

compared to California and Alaska?
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